Brief notes from the Parents’ Club conference – this is a one-day conference for Parent Club Presidents on the Thursday before Parents’ weekend with LG Regni (USAFA Superintendent) , BG Desjardins (Commandant of Cadets), BG Born (Dean of Faculty), others.

· Approximately 2000 cadets are taking a language course.  Roughly 44% of those are taking a “strategic” language:

· Mandarin Chinese

· Arabic

· Russian

· Portuguese (many countries in Africa speak Portuguese)

· 72 cadets from the Class of 2007 went to Grad School:

· Harvard

· Johns Hopkins

· MIT

· Most of the cadets were “academically credentialed, i.e., they got in on their own merit.

· The Class of 2007 also had a

· Rhodes Scholar

· Marshall Scholar

· Truman Scholar

· Results of the Princeton Review:

· USAFA was #1 in “most accessible faculty”

· Results of the U.S.News & World Report study of US colleges included USAFA as

· #1 baccalaureate college in the western U.S.

· #2 Astronautical and aeronautical programs in the US (#1: Embry Riddle)

· #7 engineering school in the US overall (not regionalized)

· Top 100 in business management program (not a USAFA forte)

· The following were tongue-in-cheek (US News & World Report

· #1 school where “we don’t inhale”: (weed)

· #7 school where the students are “stone cold sober”

· #16 school for “scotch and soda – but hold the scotch”

In terms of pilot slots:

· 520 slots (roughly half of all pilot training slots for the USAF) are given to USAFA

· Last year, for the first time in a few years, there were more cadets seeking a pilot slot than were able to receive one.  

· A difference was discovered in that medical standards for PQ (pilot qualification) between USNA and USAFA do not match – USNA has more relaxed standard regarding “color vision” and degrees of myopia than USAFA.  As a result, USAFA was seeing several inter-branch transfers each year.  A team is now in place to try to make the standards the same between USNA and USAFA.
Academics during the 4 years at USAFA (given by BG Dana Born, Dean of Faculty):

· 4-degree year:  cadets are adjusting to a new, college-level curriculum.  A “first-year-experience” class is now included, which covers time management, study skills, etc.

· 3-degree year:  cadets select major in October;  toughest year academically

· 2-degree year:  cadets are now beyond ‘core curriculum’ and have added leadership responsibility

· Senior, 1st-degree year:  cadets are doing the best academically;  some are in innovative, masters-level work

From the Commandant of Cadets, BG Susan Desjardins:

· 94% of cadets are in no trouble (total cadet population is > 4000)

· Of the 6% that take up much of their time (!!), they are asking:

· How did we admit them?
· What happened along the way?

· Objective is to bring in the best cadet population possible.

On a different topic, there are many KNOWN issues with the switch in email from …..@usafa.af.mil to ……..@usafa.edu.  Cadet internet has been VERY SLOW….they are working on it (significant progress has been made since PW).

Five cadets were disenrolled for post-office theft.

One cadet was arrested by the Colorado Springs police for theft of bicycles from the Academy ( a SENIOR cadet.   “what WAS he thinking?” editorial comment!).

SERE:  Survival, Escape, Resistance & Evasion:  this training is coming back to the Academy.  Will likely be part of summer training beginning next summer and for the Class of 2010.  

Regarding the feedback to USAFA regarding “preferential treatment for athlete”s:

· they ARE exempt from SAMI’s and more (PFT, etc).

· the decision has been made that DURING THEIR SEASON, athletes will continue to be exempt from SAMIs, but are asked to help their roommates before they leave for practice.

Alcohol policy change:

· Last year, > 200 alcohol-related incidents were reported.

· DD’s (designated-drivers) are strong, but asking a Doolie to be a DD is still a “ticket to drink” for uppers.

· There has been an “appeal” to the cadets that too much drinking is “the root of all evil” at USAFA.

· 18 cadets did not graduate in 2007 due to alcohol-related problems or incidents.

· The Superintendent and staff are considering a return of a “modified tour” as well as new punishment:  1st offense will be tough;  2nd offsense and you’re OUT!  A “tour” is a form of punishment where a cadet has to march around the terrazzo for a specified period of time……
NOTICE REGARDING PARENTS’ WEEKEND IN 2008:  You might NOT want to make plans to travel to Denver:  the Demoncratic National Convention will be in Denver over Labor Day weekend in 2008!!!

Changing topics again:

· USAFA graduates comprise approximately 20% of the officer core in USAF.

· More than 50% of General Officers are USAFA grads!!!!  

For 2-degree parents:  Class Rings orders will be taken during 7-11 January 2008!

A couple of parents brought up their concern that their cadets were ‘afraid’ to go to the clinic, for fear of ‘training’ as the aftermath.  There was also a perception that the clinics prescribe “take an aspirin and call me in the morning”.  LG Regni committed to looking into the matter.

